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YOU MAKE OUR
WORK POSSIBLE
The world has changed from what we once knew – some
individuals are facing financial and economic hardships, some
have been laid off or placed on furlough, and others are adjusting
to a new normal of working remotely, even if that remote work is
only for a short season.
While the fight in South Central Illinois has certainly changed to
new ways that we never could have anticipated, we want to
acknowledge that our ongoing work with our corporate partners
has not. Thanks to already formed and trusted relationships, as
well as new partnerships that are being made each day, we are
able to address the region’s most pressing needs and provide
relief efforts across the region.
Because of the support from friends like YOU, we are able to
press on. We are able to fight for the health, education, and
financial stability of every person in South Central Illinois during a
time when long term-relief and aid is needed the most. Thanks to
YOU, we will continue to fight on behalf of our region.
We are so excited to release our 2019 Annual Report to reflect
all of the great work that YOU have helped to make possible. As
we carry on this fight together, we will continue to make a
difference in South Central Illinois in the coming days. We
couldn’t do this without you. YOU MAKE OUR WORK
POSSIBLE
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FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

First, I would like to personally thank our caring and
generous community for its longstanding support of
United Way. Since October 26, 1983, United Way has
been a part of the puzzle that has helped to make life
better for local residents throughout South Central
Illinois. Because of your support, the number of people
served by United Way funded programs surpassed last
years total.
The variety and scope of services provided is
impressive: from basic life essentials like food and
shelter to meet the immediate needs of those
struggling, all the way to education programs designed
to help the future citizens of our community. We’ll be
able to continue to meet those needs in the coming
year thanks once again to the generosity offered by
our community. When all was said and done, donors
joined the cause helping us raise $384,481 to help
those in need in our community.

Not only did you offer financial support, you also
gave your time. From the volunteers organizing
fundraising efforts in our community, to the board
members who carefully vet and ensure
accountability for your dollars when they are
granted to non-profit agencies, the volunteerism
is an amazing gift from our generous community.
On behalf of United Way’s volunteers and staff,
thank you. If you didn’t have a chance to get
involved with United Way last year, we invite you
to join us to make a difference this year. Visit
uwsci.org for more information on how you can
help your community through United Way.

NATALIE WELLEN
UNITED WAY OF SOUTH CENTRAL ILLINOIS
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2019-2020 Campaign Chair
Josh Finley

2019-2020 Campaign
Year In Review
I was honored to be considered for the role
and a bit nervous to make sure I could do
right by the cause. While I am sad that's
over and amazed at how quick time flew by,
I came out of this experience fulfilled by
several things: a better understanding all
the good

UWSCI.ORG

that United Way does in South Central
Illinois, many new friends that share my love
of having fun while serving others, and
more pride and admiration for all the
wonderful people in our area making our
world a better place. Based on this, United
Way has served me over the last year, not
the other way around. And I can't tell you
how thankful I am to the United Way Board
and everyone involved for allowing me to
be a part of this sucessful year.

FINANCIAL
OVERVIEW

Total raised: $357,421
Employee Giving: $141,847
Grants: $204,098
Medical: $3,156
Outside United Way: $8,609
Misc.: $
In Kind:$219,918

HOMETOWN HERO
United Way of South Central Illinois received the Hometown Hero Award from
Congressman Mike Bost on Sept 3, 2020.
Here is the article from Bost's office: Today’s Hometown Hero shoutout goes
to Natalie Wellen and the folks at the United Way of South Central Illinois in
Mt. Vernon. From holding Mobile Markets to distribute fresh produce to folks
in need, to securing grant funding to help local organizations support their
communities, Natalie and her team have done it all! I was honored to present
them with a certificate of recognition for their amazing work. Thank you!
#IL12HometownHeroes

COMMUNITY
IMPACT
Every dollar makes a difference
right here in South Central Illinois.
The 2019 campaign revenue was
made up of individual giving,
company contributions and
matches as well as proceeds from
events.

$245,111 FOR PROGRAM
SERVICES
United Way of South Central
Illinois funds 12 programs provided
by 11 local partner agencies
throughout Jefferson, Washington,
Wayne, Wabash, Hamilton,
Franklin, Edwards and Marion
counties.
UWSCI further assisted 11 hospitals,
14 food pantries, 15 local schools
and provided utilities assistance to
6 communities.

480 VOLUNTEERS ENGAGED
From Board Members, to event
volunteers, to committee members, to
program volunteers, we couldn't do
what we do without them!

18,000+ PEOPLE IMPACTED
In 2019, United Way of South Central
Illinois funding supported thousands
of local individuals and families.

MOBILE MARKETS

UNITED WE FOUGHT HUNGER
United Way of South Central
Illinois partnered with various
programs within all of Southern
Illinois, including U of I Extension
Office, Cusumano & Sons.
The Mobile Market program has
distributed 1,311,341 pounds of food
from May 2020 to October 2020.
Total Dollar Value Distributed
over this period of time
$2,700,836.25.

INTERNAL PROGRAMS
DOLLYPARTON'S
IMAGINATION
LIBRARY

$15,752

Over 2,000 children in South
Central Illinois received a free book
a month, mailed straight to their
homes in 2019. This is our largest
internal program and one that
addresses literacy and brings
families together.

“When I was growing up in the hills of
East Tennessee, I knew my dreams
would come true. I know there are
children in your community with their
own dreams. They dream of becoming
a doctor or an inventor or a minister.
Who knows, maybe there is a little girl
whose dream is to be a writer and
singer.The seeds of these dreams are
often found in books and the seeds
you help plant in your community can
grow across the world.”

211

MY FREE
TAXES.COM

211 is a free confidential referral and
information hotline that connects our
community to essential health and
human services they need.

It's the only free, national,
online tax preparation
service offered by a
nonprofit in all 50 states.

FAMILYWIZE
Discount prescription card to help improve
people's health by making prescription
medications more affordable.

04

United Way
improves lives
by mobilizing the
caring power of
communities
around the world to
advance the
common good.

Heroes
Among
Us
The Heroes Among Us program has
become one of the premier
community outreach programs in for
United Way of South Central Illinois.
Heroes Among Us honors individuals
who have made an overwhelming
impact during COVID-19. The Heroes
Among Us Award is presented to an
individual or individuals who, through
their unique commitment and
humanitarian spirit, have made
exceptional and lasting contributions
to our community. For these Heroes
reward we deliver fresh produce and
dairy produces from Cusumano &
Sons Inc. To date, more than 4000
individuals have received the Heroes
Among Us Award.

THANK YOU TO OUR BUSINESSES FOR LIVING UNITED

